Child-directed speech: An examination of frequency and reliability in spontaneous language samples.
Little research exists regarding language reliability, meaning that it is unknown to what degree language samples represent an individual's typical linguistic production. While few studies exist regarding child language reliability, fewer exist for adults. This study uses a test-retest procedure to examine frequency and reliability of morphosyntactic production in the language of 17 mothers interacting with their children. To examine reliability of different sample lengths, counts and reliability are calculated at 50, 100, 150 and 200 utterances. Results are compared to those of children (2;6-3;6) involved in a larger study and reported in previous work. Results show that (1) frequency counts were higher for adults than children, (2) reliability of most elements was markedly lower in adult language, and (3) relative frequency of items in the child language samples mirrored those in adult samples.